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Coraopolis Water & Sewer Authority 

Allegheny County, Pennsylvania 

Regular Meeting  

March 18, 2025 

6:00 PM 

 

The Meeting was called to order by the Authority President, John Schombert. 

 

A Roll Call of Members was then taken. 

 

PRESENT 

Robb Cardimen 

George Mihalyi  

Karl Groom 

Charles Spencer 

John Schombert  

 

ALSO, PRESENT 

Rich Deems – Superintendent  

Drew Null – Authority Engineer 

Devanté Miles – Authority Engineer 

Vincent Tucceri – Solicitor  

Bailey Gilchrist – Solicitor 

Raymond McCutcheon – Manager 

 

Mr. Schombert said are there any questions on the Agenda?  Being none, the meeting continued.  

 

 

Public Comments 

 

Mr. Pat DiCicco of 824 6th Avenue said I am here in reference to a home that I formerly owned at 1223 

4th Avenue.  My brother and I just closed on the sale of this property and were greeted with an 

ignominious charge for a water reconnect.  I realize that we had the water off for an extended period of 

time and I was unaware of this reconnection fee and I am here to voice a protest. 

Mr. Schombert explained the reconnection and how active residents were paying for the maintenance 

and debt service on the system while others with inactive accounts did not.  I don’t know that we would 

consider a variance in this request and a discussion pursued.  

 

Mr. Schombert said we have a letter from Robert Szymczak of 1238 Hiland Avenue explaining a leaking 

toilet and the repairs that have been made. 

 

Mr. Cardimen made a motion to approve the Excessive Use Policy for Robert Szymczak of 1238 Hiland 

Avenue.  Mr. Spencer seconded the motion. 

APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY BY VOICE VOTE. 
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Mr. Schombert said next is David McComb of 701 5th Avenue. 

Mr. McCutcheon said he said he was going to come. 

Mr. Cardimen said he has a unique situation because they had a dual meter and the one meter had a 

leak upstairs apartment.  This guy took over the restaurant part of this building and assumed the water 

bill in his name and did not know it was for the restaurant and the apartment.  The previous landlord 

and previous tenant were related so they subtracted one meter from the other and got that reading.  

They had a second meter that was not ours and they subtracted that and charged the upstairs people an 

according fee.  I advised him to have someone come in to do a leak test and they found out that 

something was leaking upstairs and that was on the secondary meter and they had no idea what those 

meant.  

Mr. Schombert said do we read that second meter? 

Mr. Cardimen said no, that was between the previous tenants and the property owner.  I think we 

should give Mr. McComb the courtesy of another quarter to figure everything out with the property 

owner and give him this extension to see how we are going to handle everything in the future.  He 

continued to explain and a discussion pursued.  

Mr. Schombert said that is fine, we do need the full picture.  

Mr. Cardimen said we will have him pay an average bill until everything gets situated. 

Mr. Deems said has anything been fixed yet? 

Mr. Cardimen said yes, there was a leak in the upstairs shower. 

Mr. Deems said if something has been fixed, we can look at our meter and do the last 35 days usage 

pattern. 

Mr. Cardimen said within the last ten days something has been repaired.   

 

Mr. Spencer made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 18, 2025, Authority Meeting.  Mr. 

Cardimen seconded the motion. 

APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY BY VOICE VOTE. 

 

Mr. Mihalyi made a motion to approve the Water Department invoices for March 2025 in the amount of 

$76,575.99.  Mr. Cardimen seconded the motion.  

APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY BY VOICE VOTE. 

 

Mr. Cardimen made a motion to approve the Sewer Department invoices for March 2025 in the amount 

of $65,131.26.  Mr. Mihalyi seconded the motion. 

APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY BY VOICE VOTE. 

 

Mr. Spencer made a motion to approve the Stormwater invoices for March 2025 in the amount of 

$10,007.26.  Mr. Cardimen seconded the motion. 

APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY BY VOICE VOTE. 

 

Mr. Cardimen made a motion to approve Resolution 25-121 to apply for 2025 PA Small Water and Sewer 

Grant for Lead Service Identification requesting $500,000.00 in funding from CFA.  Mr. Spencer 

seconded the motion. 

APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY BY VOICE VOTE. 
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Mr. Schombert asked for a motion to approve the Centre Street Generator Installation Project in the 

amount of $125,000.00 and asked for the Engineers recommendation.   

Mr. Drew Null directed everyone to his report and said this work is to install the generator.  You have 

already ordered the generator through COSTARS and that is a separate amount.  It is a little higher than 

expected, but there are some additional recommendations from the contractor that make sense and he 

continued to explain. 

Mr. McCutcheon said this will come out of the stormwater funds.  

 

Mr. Cardimen made a motion to approve the Centre Street Generator installation project in the amount 

of $125,000.00.  Mr. Mihalyi seconded the motion. 

APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY BY VOICE VOTE. 

 

 

MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

Mr. McCutcheon said back in January or February we advertised for a new pension attorney since Randy 

Rhodes retired.  We only received one proposal and it was from Campbell Durrant.  They are statewide, 

have seventeen attorneys and that is mostly their focus.  Mr. Tucceri is familiar with the firm.  I think we 

still want to meet with them before we approve anything, but wanted to mention that we only received 

only one proposal and a discussion pursued.  

 

Mr. McCutcheon said with the Water Financials, Revenues are at $286,000.00 which is in line with the 

budget for two months.  Expenditures are at about 15% and right now we have a $6,000.00 deficit.   

 

Mr. McCutcheon said Sewer Rentals are $185,000.00 which is close to where we would expect to be and 

Expenditures came in at $196,000.00 which is 16% of the budget. 

  

Mr. McCutcheon said for Stormwater we really haven’t received any fees yet.  We have received 

$5,527.00 in interest income for a couple of months and that is very good, First National Bank has been 

very good for us.  Expenditures are $26,000.00 which is 4.5% of budget and the big expenditures will 

come when the street sweeper comes which is $150,000.00 and if we get to Mill Street.  

Mr. Null said you have a $240,000.00 grant for the waterline. 

Mr. Cardimen said does that include any restoration or is it all inner connection? 

Mr. Null said we are going to break it up as much as we can.   

Mr. Cardimen said does that cover the curbline for the tenants?   

Mr. Null said the plan is for the waterline to the face of the building since everything is being redone.  

Mr. Cardimen said we have a couple of business owners who have inquired recently. 

Mr. McCutcheon said we need to make sure the property owners know that even though we’re doing 

this, in the future if something goes wrong, it is their responsibility from the curb stop into their building 

and a discussion pursued.   

 

Mr. McCutcheon said one of our Board Members is leaving Council and one of our Authority Board 

Members is guaranteed to be on Council next year and a discussion pursued.  
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ENGINEER’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Drew Null directed everyone to the monthly report and said Grant Applications; the Resolution that 

you acted on this evening is to further the inventory plan for the unknowns and make positive 

determinations for future funding and he continued to explain.    

 

Mr. Drew Null said Water System Items; we talked about Mill Street and the intent is to get it out to bid 

to the Borough in the near future. 

 

Mr. Drew Null said the Well Cleaning Project; the contracts came back and are being signed this evening 

and we’ll get a preconstruction meeting set up. 

 

Mr. Drew Null said School Street Roadway and Waterline; this is the federal appropriations funding and 

this topic is on the news lately with funding halts.  He continued to explain and a discussion pursued. 

 

Mr. Drew Null said Water Tank Mixing Improvements; we are working on the Public Water Supply 

Permit.                    

 

Mr. Drew Null said Sanitary Sewer System Items; expect planning letters to go out for the Act 537 within 

the next two weeks. 

 

Mr. Drew Null said the Chapter 94 report we’ll go over and finalize this week. 

 

Mr. Drew Null said Storm Sewer System Items; The MS4 Compliance and directed everyone to the 

memo attachment stating the DEP has proposed updates for the next round.  The big thing is the PRP 

has become Volume Reduction Plans and we will keep you updated over the next two and a half years 

what to expect as this moves from draft to final. 

 

Mr. Null said we are moving forward with the Rose Avenue stormwater study.  

 

 

SUPERINTENDENT REPORT 

 

Mr. Deems gave the Superintendent Report for February 2025 and said 10.1M gallons was produced and 

we didn’t purchase anything from Moon.  The daily average demand was 367,000 gallons per day.  The 

water purchased for Euclid and Grace was stable at 120,000 gallons for the month.   

 

Water System 

 

Mr. Deems said the broken valve on Wood Street is still outstanding. 

 

Mr. Deems said we repaired a cracked 4” main near 914 Watson Street.   
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Mr. Deems said we repaired a cracked 4” main that feeds a private service to 1010 Rose Avenue.  We 

couldn’t find the shut off valve to isolate that line and we were leaking about 40,000 gpd.  We spoke 

with the Solicitor and they drew up a document and we had the property owner consent to fix that to 

stop that leak and he continued to explain. 

 

Mr. Deems said we excavated main valve on Watson and Ridge to replace a defective operating nut. 

 

Mr. Deems said the owner of 645 Hiland had their water service replaced because a section was 

galvanized in the basement.  The CWSA side was copper so we didn’t have to do anything. 

 

Mr. Deems said the owner of 727 6th Avenue had galvanized in his basement, it’s lead on the outside 

and our side was found to be lead as well so today we replaced our service line to the curb.   

 

Mr. Deems said while doing leak detection our leak loggers picked up leak noise at State Ave. (Rt. 51) at 

the end of 5th Avenue near George Street.  We are still trying to figure out where the leak is, but 

American Leak Detection hasn’t been able to pinpoint it yet. 

 

Mr. Deems said the annual water supply report for last year has been completed and submitted to DEP.  

The unaccounted water turned out to be 14%. 

Mr. Schombert said what is the recommended average water loss? 

Mr. Deems said I think it is under 20% and a discussion pursued.   

 

Mr. Deems said the consumer confidence report for last year has been completed and is available on 

our website.  

 

 

Sanitary Sewage System 

 

Mr. Deems said the stormsewer on Broadway that was recommended to be lined; Mr. McCutcheon got 

an email from the SHACOG about entering in on a contract with them to participate in that so we plan 

on doing that. 

 

Mr. Deems said the grinder pump and Arch Street; we were able to pick up the pump that was repaired 

and we put that as well as the new capacitors and a relay in the control panel and as of yesterday is back 

in service.     

 

Mr. Deems said Penn Power Systems were out yesterday to do preventative maintenance on the 

Montour Run and Watt Street emergency generators.  

 

Mr. Deems said last week Robinson Pipe Cleaning was here and did the CCTV inspection along Mill 

Street on State down to 4th Avenue as well as the feeder sewers for Pine Alley in to Mill Street.  They 

also did the portion from Watson to Mill Street on State Avenue.  They also went to Wood Street where 

we had that sink hole and did a dye test for that block.  Near that sinkhole as soon as we added water to 

the sinkhole it could be seen going through the lateral and that confirms that the lateral is defective.   I 

am not sure what the next steps would be as far as forcing him to fix it and a discussion pursued.   
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Mr. Deems said we did three time of sale dye tests and they all passed.   

 

Mr. Cardimen how many roads did you open since January 1st? 

Mr. Deems said I can get you that number. 

Mr. Cardimen said have you pulled that street opening every time?  This Authority needs to adhere to 

the ordinance.  He continued to explain and a discussion pursued.  

 

 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT   

 

Mr. Vince Tucceri said PFAS; we’re trying to get an idea of somebody reading the tea leaves, because we 

were informed by the first quarter that there should be some documentation and calculation to give an 

idea of what’s coming in the settlement and he continued to explain.  

 

Mr. Vince Tucceri said in regards to our Stormwater Management Fee and the not for profits, we are 

waiting for the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania and he continued to explain.  

 

Ms. Bailey Gilchrist said I need to schedule a time to meet with Mr. McCutcheon to go over the Rules 

and Regs.   

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

There was no Old Business. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESSS 

 

There was no New Business. 

 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

There was no Correspondence. 

 

Mr. Cardimen made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Mihalyi seconded the motion.  

APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY BY VOICE VOTE. 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED 


