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Coraopolis Water & Sewer Authority 

Allegheny County, Pennsylvania 

Regular Meeting  

April 15, 2025 

6:00 PM 

 

The Meeting was called to order by the Authority President, John Schombert. 

 

A Roll Call of Members was then taken. 

 

PRESENT 

George Mihalyi  

Karl Groom 

Charles Spencer 

John Schombert 

 

ABSENT 

Robb Cardimen 

 

ALSO, PRESENT 

Rich Deems – Superintendent  

Drew Null – Authority Engineer 

Devanté Miles – Authority Engineer 

Vincent Tucceri – Solicitor  

Bailey Gilchrist – Solicitor 

Raymond McCutcheon – Manager 

 

Mr. Schombert said are there any questions on the Agenda?  Being none, the meeting continued.  

 

 

Public Comments 

 

Mr. Schombert said we have a letter from Debra Dunham of 629 George Street explaining a leaking toilet and 

the repairs that have been made.  He continued to explain and a discussion pursued.  

 

Mr. Mihalyi made a motion to approve the Excessive Use Policy for Debra Dunham of 629 George Street.  Mr. 

Spencer seconded the motion. 

APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY BY VOICE VOTE. 

 

Mr. Schombert said next is Cheryl Longo of 1107 Birch Way.   

Mr. Deems said this is for two quarters.  
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Mr. Spencer made a motion to approve the Excessive Use Policy for Cheryl Longo of 1107 Birch Way.  Mr. 

Mihalyi seconded the motion. 

APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY BY VOICE VOTE. 

 

Mr. Mihalyi made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 18, 2025, Authority Meeting.  Mr. Spencer 

seconded the motion. 

APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY BY VOICE VOTE. 

 

Mr. Mihalyi made a motion to approve the Water Department invoices for April 2025 in the amount of 

$49,559.47.  Mr. Spencer seconded the motion.  

APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY BY VOICE VOTE. 

 

Mr. Mihalyi made a motion to approve the Sewer Department invoices for April 2025 in the amount of 

$71,095.28 which includes the charge from Riverview in the amount of $48,508.57.  Mr. Spencer seconded the 

motion. 

APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY BY VOICE VOTE. 

 

Mr. Mihalyi made a motion to approve the Stormwater invoices for April 2025 in the amount of $17,993.15.  Mr. 

Spencer seconded the motion. 

APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY BY VOICE VOTE. 

 

Mr. Schombert asked for a motion to approve payment to the Borough of Coraopolis for 50% of the A&H 

Equipment invoice for the Regen-X Street Sweeper in the amount of $147,912.00 and not to exceed 

$150,000.00. 

Mr. McCutcheon said this will be paid out of the stormwater funds. 

 

Mr. Spencer made a motion to approve payment to the Borough of Coraopolis for 50% of the A&H Equipment 

invoice for the Regen-X Street Sweeper not to exceed $150,000.00.  Mr. Mihalyi seconded the motion. 

APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY BY VOICE VOTE. 

 

 

MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

Mr. McCutcheon said the street sweeper will be delivered tomorrow morning if anyone wants to stop down to 

see it in the Riverfront Park parking lot.  He continued to explain and a discussion pursued. 

 

Mr. McCutcheon said with the Water Financials, Rentals are at $409,000.00 which is 25.9% of the budget and is 

in line where it is expected to be for three months.  Expenditures are $417,000.00 at about 21.4% of the 

budgeted amount and have a positive balance of $1,200.00.   

 

Mr. McCutcheon said Sewer Rentals are $276,000.00 which is 24.8% of budget and Expenditures are 

$291,000.00 and have a favorable position of $6,500.00 on sewer. 
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Mr. McCutcheon said for Stormwater, the fees haven’t been coming in yet, but should be soon.  The total 

Expenditures are $55,000.00.  We will see the $147,000.00 hit next month, but as I mentioned earlier, we 

definitely have a significant reserve for stormwater.   

 

 

ENGINEER’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Drew Null directed everyone to the monthly report and said Grant Applications; the Small Water and Sewer 

Grant application for lead service location will be filed in the next week.   

 

Mr. Drew Null said Water System Items; the Mill Street Project is being coordinated with the Borough and right 

now that is being coordinated with PennDOT for their funding.  Once we get through that we can firm a bid 

date. 

 

Mr. Drew Null said the Well Cleaning Project; this was awarded to Moody and the outstanding item is getting 

the public water supply permit from DEP and he continued to explain.  

 

Mr. Drew Null said School Street Roadway and Waterline; the EPA reached out to the Borough, so we’ll let you 

know when we can move forward.  He continued to explain and a discussion pursued.  

 

Mr. Drew Null said Sanitary Sewer System Items; the ACT 537, the letters to the planning agencies are being 

finished up hopefully this week and we’ll get them out.  

 

Mr. Drew Null said Storm Sewer System Items; The MS4 Compliance we spoke last month about the changes for 

the new permit.  We’ll come back next month to do the training and he continued to explain.  

 

Mr. Drew Null said Centre Street Generator; we received the signed contacts and will get the preconstruction 

meeting scheduled. 

 

Mr. Null said for Rose Avenue we have field surveys scheduled for the end of the month.   

 

 

SUPERINTENDENT REPORT 

 

Mr. Deems gave the Superintendent Report for March 2025 and said 9.9M gallons was produced.  The daily 

average demand was 337,000 gallons per day, so that is down from the previous month.  The water purchased 

for Euclid and Grace was stable at 136,000 gallons for the month.   

 

Water System 

 

Mr. Deems said there isn’t an update on Wood Street, we are still working to replace that. 

 

Mr. Deems said we repaired a leaking 4” universal joint on Rt. 51 at State and George.  The universal joint is a 

mechanical joint pipe and is only one bolt on either side of the pipe every six to seven feet, so there is a large 

potential for leaks on those and a discussion pursued.  
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Mr. Deems said we repaired a leaking 4” main on Broadway and Birch Way and also repaired a leaking 

corporation connection to the line that feeds Birch Way, because it was in the same hole and was also leaking.   

 

Mr. Deems said we shut off the water at the curb stop for 1514 5th Avenue.  We were notified that water was 

coming out of the basement and running down 5th Avenue.  This was an unoccupied duplex that had the water 

turned off after the meters and the meters froze and then ruptured on a warm day.    

 

Mr. Deems said the control/check valve for pump No. 1 at Fleming recently failed in the open position after a 

power interruption.  The plant operator caught it quickly and had someone check it so we were able to close the 

discharge valve and stop the reverse flow.  We dismantled the valve and replaced all of the rubber parts then 

opened up the sensing ports and put it back in operation.  It is now back in service and the spool piece did have 

a sizable chunk missing so I ordered a new one.  The old one was cast iron and the new one is stainless steel so it 

is improved.   

 

Mr. Deems said we replaced the lead service to 1115 Vance Avenue and the owner is replacing their side as well.    

 

Sanitary Sewage System 

 

Mr. Deems said we had a sewer complaint on the 700 block of Alder Alley.  We met with the contractor 

yesterday and they said they will get a crew up to investigate.   

 

Mr. Deems said a sink hole was reported on Pennsylvania Avenue near the entrance of Hanson Aggregates 

between Watt and Kendall Streets.  The sink hole was dye tested and we confirmed that it had connectivity to 

the sanitary sewer, so I followed that up with Robinson Pipe Cleaning who televised it.  They had to do heavy 

cleaning because it had a lot of dirt and the camera kept getting stuck.  There was one serious defect near Watt 

Street and the sink hole is at the other end.  We could tell there were four or five joints allowing water to come 

in and is probably washing out the road subsurface.  I recommend lining that sewer to mitigate that sink hole 

and also the potential sink hole at the other end of the street.  He continued to explain and a discussion 

pursued.   

 

Mr. Spencer made a motion to approve sewer lining on Pennsylvania Avenue between Watt and Kendall of 

approximately 635 ft and not to exceed $35,000.00 for emergency repair.  Mr. Groom seconded the motion.  

APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY BY VOICE VOTE. 

 

Mr. Deems said the drive shaft for pump No. 1 at Watt Street broke last week during high flows that left us with 

only one pump running.  We took the shaft to Island Spring to get it repaired the same day and the pump is now 

back in service.  Pump No. 2 is currently out of service due to a plugged discharge line so we are working on 

getting that remedied.   

 

Storm System 

 

Mr. Deems said we are replacing the storm inlet along Pine Way to the rear of 719 5th Avenue and has been on 

the list for a couple of years.  That inlet is tributary to a combined sewer so we will put an elbow in the inlet to 

mitigate sewer gas. 
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SOLICITOR’S REPORT   

 

Ms. Baily Gilchrist said I do not have any updates this evening. 

 

Ms. Baily Gilchrist said where do we stand with the sink hole that Mr. Delmonico has? 

Mr. McCutcheon said I left him a message and Mr. Deems said after you left him a message, I drove by to talk to 

him and I haven’t seen any activity.   

Mr. McCutcheon said I think we need to put a letter together now. 

Ms. Gilchrist said the notice of violation? Okay.  

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Mr. Deems said last month I was asked about street openings.  Everyone does have a list of the street openings 

that were completed so far this year.  This is an excel file that Mr. McCutcheon has viewing access any time he 

wants.  This list is only for 2025, but the list goes back several years so it is a much larger list than this.   

Mr. McCutcheon said Mr. Deems is down one person due to retirements.  If we want to do repairs, I think it is 

up to the Board to spend a certain amount of money to do a certain number of spots.  This is really not Mr. 

Deems call and he continued to explain.  

Mr. Schombert said can we prioritize the worst of these offenders? 

Mr. Deems said sidewalks and brick roads we choose areas that are in close proximity to each other.  It does 

take 3 – 4 days to put bricks back in, but we can do the bricks ourselves, but you have to give us some time to 

get caught up from winter.  

Mr. Schombert said are we planning to replace any of the staffing? 

Mr. McCutcheon said at some point we will be losing more employees, so at some point we may want to get 

another person.  He continued to explain and a discussion pursued.  

Mr. Schombert said if you can identify your priorities on this list then we can get an idea of fixing them up and 

have that discussion at the next meeting.    

Mr. Spencer said what repairs are we talking about, leaks? 

Mr. McCutcheon said yes, street openings, but we do have to look at the Borough’s ordinance first.   

 

NEW BUSINESSS 

 

Mr. McCutcheon said Hansen Aggregate came in about their stormwater fee and are saying their aggregate is 

not impervious.  Mr. Deems sent me a picture of ponds there.  John Valinsky from Lennon Smith met with us 

there and spoke with them, but we still need to address it.  

Mr. Null said have they submitted an appeal credit yet? 

Mr. McCutcheon said they sent something in 2020. 

Mr. Null said we met and they have since paid some bills and now the question has come up again.   

Mr. Schombert said what is their fee? 

Mr. McCutcheon said $8,000.00 a year, they have multiple parcels. 

Mr. Schombert said is there runoff from the site? 

Mr. Null said based on recent pictures, yes and he continued to explain. 

Mr. McCutcheon said we will want to get a letter to them of what our stance is.   
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Mr. Null said I think where it was left was to get all the properties together and have them commented on from 

there.  The ordinance does say that stone is still considered impervious surface so they are welcome to appeal. 

Mr. McCutcheon said they claim that most of it is sand and will absorb it all. 

Mr. Null said we have pictures showing that isn’t the case.  Their request has been made and we can try to work 

with them. 

Mr. McCutcheon said I don’t want them to be able to say that they didn’t get another response.  We need to 

give some type of response.   

Mr. Null said we will respond.   

 

Mr. McCutcheon said Shallenberger, the Riverhounds people, are going to build 4 – 5 units on Euclid on a very 

narrow street.  They didn’t want to do all at once because it would involve the County doing a SALDO, so now 

they’re doing one.  The sewer will connect to Moon, so we will have to set up a meeting with them.   

Mr. Schombert said will Moon issue the tap in permit? 

Mr. Deems said it should be us, because it is our customer within the Borough limits and a discussion pursued.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

There was no Correspondence. 

 

 

Mr. Spencer said where will they pull the water from if they build there?  Will it be off of Devonshire? 

Mr. Deems said there is a waterline on Euclid Avenue and we usually buy water from Moon.   

 

Ms. Bailey Gilchrist said on that motion to approve the sewer lining on Pennsylvania Avenue between Watt and 

Kendall, you need to make sure the motion talks about it being an emergency. 

 

Ms. Bailey Gilchrist said we do not have a previous contract for emergency on call services [inaudible 36.27] 

Mr. Deems said historically we’ve used Jet Jack, but don’t have a contract.  

Ms. Gilchrist said, but we don’t have a contract with them for emergency services, so then due to emergencies 

still try to keep a spirit of the competitive bidding so multiple bids, as many as you can, probably at least two or 

more. 

Mr. Deems said we can attempt, we aren’t guaranteed. 

Ms. Gilchrist said just attempt it and still do a written basis for your determination and she continued to explain.  

 

Mr. Spencer made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Groom seconded the motion.  

APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY BY VOICE VOTE. 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED 


