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Coraopolis Water & Sewer Authority 

Allegheny County, Pennsylvania 

Regular Meeting  

October 21, 2025 

6:00 PM 

 

The Meeting was called to order by the Authority President John Schombert 

 

A Roll Call of Members was then taken. 

 

PRESENT 

George Mihalyi  

Karl Groom 

John Schombert  

 

ABSENT 

Robb Cardimen 

Charles Spencer 

 

ALSO, PRESENT 

Rich Deems – Superintendent  

Drew Null – Authority Engineer 

Devanté Miles – Authority Engineer 

Bailey Gilchrist – Solicitor  

Raymond McCutcheon – Manager 

 

Mr. Schombert said are there any questions on the Agenda?  Being none, the meeting continued.  

 

 

Public Comments 

 

Mr. Rick DiCicco said I’m here in regard to 1015 State Avenue.  This is a rental property and the property 

owner is Anthony Celeste and the tenant is Bringing Beautiful LLC and is a cleaning company.  A few 

months back they experienced excessive use of water.  It was discovered that a sanitizing disc was put in 

the tank of a toilet and caused it to dislodge and did something to the flapper and he continued to 

explain.  

 

Mr. Mihalyi made a motion to approve the Excessive Use Policy for Anthony Celeste for his rental 

property located at 1015 State Avenue contingent upon capturing the entire event.  Mr. Groom 

seconded the motion. 

APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY BY VOICE VOTE. 

 

Mr. Schombert said we have a letter from Terri Faux of 314 Mill Street requesting the Excessive Use 

Policy due to high usage. 



2 
 

Mr. Groom made a motion to approve the Excessive Use Policy for Terri Faux at 314 Mill Street 

contingent upon not receiving previous credit.  Mr. Mihalyi seconded the motion. 

APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY BY VOICE VOTE. 

 

Mr. Brian Johnson of 1522 State Avenue said my painter left the water on while cleaning a brush in the 

basement and ran up to 50,000 gallons real quick.  The bill was $1,092.53 and the one before that was 

$600.00 and before that we had sprinklers running.  I don’t want to have a reprieve for this if I have a 

pipe burst and not be able to use the Excessive Use Policy.  I would like to get some ideas from you and 

what I should do and he continued to explain.   

Mr. Deems said you can request a payment plan to extend your payments, if that is a concern and a 

discussion pursued.  

Mr. Johnson said we can pay the bill, we will not need to use the Excessive Use Policy at this time.  

 

Mr. Schombert said we received an email from Oscar Santiago of 916 4th Avenue stating the cause of his 

excessive use was due to a toilet leak.  It looks like they made the repair in September and the last 

reading was done in August so this should be contingent upon capturing the entire event.      

 

Mr. Mihalyi made a motion to approve the Excessive Use Policy for Oscar Santiago of 916 4th Avenue 

contingent upon capturing the entire event.  Mr. Groom seconded the motion. 

APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY BY VOICE VOTE. 

 

Mr. Dan Orie said my group is putting in a Dunkin’s on the corner of Montour Street and Rt. 51 and 

we’re assembling five parcels.  The issue for this group is one of the dealbreakers of the project are 

there are five waterlines that go in the middle of 51 and we just want to cap them off at the curb box, 

which is what we do with a lot of our projects.  The expense would be too much for us, if we can’t do 

that and I need some certainty that we can do that and he continued to explain.  

Mr. Schombert said this isn’t on the agenda and because of the discussion that we had, we are trying to 

work out a solution for you without creating a liability for the Authority so I would like to have a full 

Board here and a discussion pursued. 

Mr. Drew Null said if I could add on to procedures; an application was made to the County.  The Borough 

does not have a Subdivision Land Development Ordinance which means that kicks the Subdivision Land 

Development reviews to the County.  Right now, the application has been filed with the County and has 

been administratively accepted and the County’s process is to schedule a hearing which has been 

scheduled for October 31st.  After that hearing the County has 90 days to review and/or accept or to 

make a decision and a discussion pursued.   

Mr. Orie said we’ve got to be able to stay out of that project or we obviously can’t move forward if 

that’s the case, it’s just economics and a discussion pursued. 

 

Mr. Mihalyi made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 16, 2025, Authority Meeting.  Mr. 

Groom seconded the motion. 

APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY BY VOICE VOTE. 

 

Mr. Schombert asked for a motion to approve the October 2025 Water Invoices and asked if Mr. 

McCutcheon had a comment on any of them.  
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Mr. McCutcheon said there were two payments to Moon for a little over $30K and reimbursing the 

Borough for trash collection was $36,000.00. 

 

Mr. Groom made a motion to approve the Water Invoices for October 2025 in the amount of 

$121,921.79. Mr. Mihalyi seconded the motion.  

APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY BY VOICE VOTE. 

 

Mr. Schomber asked if there were comments on the October Sewer Invoices in the amount of 

$24,945.36. 

Mr. McCutcheon said there was no RSA because of that credit and I think we have an additional 

$21,000.00 that will go against the November bill, so that is why it’s so low. 

 

Mr. Mihalyi made a motion to approve the Sewer Invoices for October 2025 in the amount of 

$24,945.36.  Mr. Groom seconded the motion.  

APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY BY VOICE VOTE. 

 

Mr. Groom made a motion to approve the Stormwater Invoices for October 2025 in the amount of 

$19,557.24.  Mr. Mihalyi seconded the motion.  

APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY BY VOICE VOTE. 

 

Mr. Mihalyi made a motion to approve Resolution No. 25-123 to apply for Community Development 

Block Grant (CDBG) Year 52 for the West End Avenue Waterline Replacement requesting $185,250.00 in 

funding.  Mr. Groom seconded the motion. 

Mr. Null said this is a resubmission from previous years. 

APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY BY VOICE VOTE. 

 

Mr. Schombert asked for comments on the motion to approve Resolution No. 25-124 to apply for the 

2025 CFA Local Share Account (LSA) Lead Service Replacement Project requesting $1,000,000.00 in 

funding. 

Mr. Null said this program with the State Budget has stalled out so there haven’t been any 

announcements from last year and puts you up against the timeline.  I suggest that we move forward 

with resubmission and continued to explain.  Mr. Null said this is up to $1,000,000.00 ask with no match 

and a discussion pursued. 

  

Mr. Mihalyi made a motion to approve Resolution No. 25-124 to apply for the 2025 CFA Local Share 

Account (LSA) Lead Service Replacement Project requesting $1,000,000.00 in funding.  Mr. Groom 

seconded the motion. 

APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY BY VOICE VOTE. 

 

 

MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

Mr. McCutcheon said Water Rentals are at 73% or $1.1M, which is slightly under where you think you 

would be at the end of September.  The Expenditures are $1.1M, so we have a favorable balance of 
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$274K and some of that is from the PFAS Settlement.  We still haven’t had any capital spending on water 

this year. 

Mr. Deems said we did have Well Cleaning.  

Mr. McCutcheon asked when that bill was going to hit and Mr. Null said he was surprised they didn’t 

submit for this meeting and it will probably be next month.   

 

Mr. McCutcheon said Sewer Rentals are at 72% or $850, 000.00.  Expenditures are $820,000.00 so we 

have a favorable balance of $30,000.00.   

  

Mr. McCutcheon said Stormwater Fees are at 89% or $355,000.00 and our interest income on that 

account is always good, so we are up to $25,000.00 in interest income for the year.  We have spent 

$490,000.00 on Capital Spending, which includes a share of the street sweeper with the Borough and 

the Centre Street Generator.  Our total expenditures are $514,000.00, which makes us unfavorable by 

$133,000.00, but we still have over $1M in reserve and he continued to explain.   

 

Mr. McCutcheon said we received a correspondence from Baron and Budd regarding the settlement 

statement from DuPont and the portion that we will get is $140,367.90 and he continued to explain. 

 

Mr. McCutcheon said I sent everyone a letter stating that MTMA is increasing their price to $5.41 per 

1000 gallons which is up .49¢ from last year.  Mr. Deems showed me the last four years and it has been 

near a .50¢ increase each of the past four years, including this, so we definitely need to do that study.  

Mr. Schombert said we’re now accepting settlements for PFAS so I think we are obligated to move 

forward with a solution to this and he continued to explain. 

Mr. McCutcheon said I don’t know how long we can afford to get these 10% increases or do we look at 

getting the plant redone. 

Mr. Schombert said that was $18M. 

Mr. McCutcheon said, but that included lines and I don’t have that breakdown.  

Mr. Null said we need some updated financial information.  The price was $18M with 25 waterlines and 

treatment plant items.  You have completed a number of those so we can get a revised number and a 

discussion pursued.   

Mr. Null said we’ll get this updated with a new number and financial information and target a 

Committee Meeting. 

Mr. McCutcheon said what Moon has submitted to the DEP, does that tie us into something with them? 

Mr. Null said the last discussion there was that DEP said Moon had a permit and asked for your feedback 

and we really didn’t tell them anything.  I assume that has moved forward, you have a permitted 

interconnect with them and I am not aware of any conditions at this point and a discussion pursued. 

 

 

ENGINEER’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Drew Null directed everyone to the monthly report and said the Water System Needs Assessment; 

we’ve already talked about this tonight, so we’ll target a Committee Meeting.  

 

Mr. Drew Null said Developments; Dunkin Donuts, we got a draft letter which is similar to what we’ve 

done in the past.  There isn’t size information nor verification of adequacy and he continued to explain.  
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They are in the process with the County right now and October 31st is the hearing which is the public 

meeting and allows for comment from anybody.  There is a note on the plan stating each of these five 

services will be capped at the valve in the sidewalk.  It appears they’re going into the road for a new 

connection and it might be reasonable to ask to replace one of those connections.  He continued to 

explain and a discussion pursued.  

Ms. Baily Gilchrest said [inaudible 49:27-49:38] then they are responsible for any costs that we would 

incur from anything to do with that portion on line that they really should have capped, that is now 

abandoned and we are stuck dealing with anything in the future with that portion of line then they owe 

us for that.  She continued to explain and a discussion pursued.    

 

Mr. Drew Null said Water System Items; the Mill Street Road Reconstruction, the Borough is getting held 

up with PennDOT and looking to be a bid early in the year.   

 

Mr. Drew Null said Well Cleaning No. 5 & No. 6; both Wells have been cleaned and the discussion last 

month was there are some issues with Well 5.  Right now, everything is in operation and a temporary 

pump is in and he continued to explain and a discussion pursued.    

 

Mr. Null said Sanitary Sewer System; the Pennsylvania liner. Insight (the Costars liner) attempted to stop 

out and sounds like they will be back tomorrow.   

Mr. Deems said they were out and started to tv, but I don’t know how far they got and a discussion 

pursued. 

 

Mr. Drew Null said Storm Sewer System; the annual MS4 Report was submitted in September. 

 

Mr. Drew Null said the Centre Street Generator Project; we got a response from a discussion last month 

regarding some outstanding items and I think they were onsite on Friday addressing some of those.   

 

Mr. Drew Null said in the past month you received a stormwater fee appeal application by Heidelberg 

Properties.  This property owner has approached the Authority several times over the past couple of 

years, but never formally filed an appeal.   

 

 

SUPERINTENDENT REPORT 

 

Mr. Deems said the water produced for September 2025 was 7.4M gallons and we did purchase 2.2M 

gallons from Moon to get us through the well cleaning.  He directed everyone to his report for the 

average Daily demand of 329,000 gallons per day, the average Daily demand for 2025 is 333,000 and the 

average Daily demand for 2024 was 320,000.  We purchased 147,000 gallons for Euclid and Grace. 

 

Water System 

 

Mr. Deems said we have all of the results back for the lead and copper samples and they were all below 

the MCL’s which makes us in compliance.   
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Mr. Deems said the check samples that we had to collet last month came back good and the Level 1 

assessment that was required was submitted to the DEP. 

 

Mr. Deems said we had to collect the 3rd quarter PFAS samples for a 3rd time this quarter due to lab 

errors.  They contacted me two days before the end of the month stating we had to collect them again 

when we were in the middle of well cleaning and the Plant was down.  We collected them about 9pm on 

the last day of the month. 

 

Mr. Deems said we began the fall flushing program of hydrants and lines.  We are done with the upper 

section and most of the western part leaving us with 2 – 3 more days of daytime and a couple of 

nighttime.  The water is a little dirtier than normal because we skipped the spring portion flushing. 

 

Mr. Deems said we replaced a section of ruptured 8” water main near 735 Hiland. 

 

Mr. Deems said we replaced a few feet of copper service near the main for 927 1st Avenue.  This area 

has a lot of slag under it that was all the way down to the main and he continued to explain.  

Mr. Schombert said there seems to be water coming up in the middle of the road at the extension of St. 

Clair Street. 

Mr. Deems said I’ll take a look at that.  

 

Mr. Deems said we replaced a broken valve at Vance and Vine that came apart during flushing.   

 

Sanitary Sewage System 

 

Mr. Deems said at Arch Street we received a new air compressor and put it on line.  Unfortunately, after 

about two days the diaphragm that went to the unloader failed and started leaking oil overnight so we 

were out of service again for the weekend.  We have been able to plug it for now and are currently in 

the process of going back and forth with the manufacturer.  It ran out of oil so I don’t want to accept 

that one as a repair, I want them to send us a new one.  We do currently have an invoice from them that 

I didn’t want to submit for approval. 

Mr. Deems said when the power goes out to the ejector station, our plan is to bring a tow behind air 

compressor and hook it up until the power comes on.  In this situation we did the same thing because 

the compressor inside failed.  It is very noisy and the people across the street are complaining about it 

and he continued to explain.   

 

Storm System 

 

Mr. Deems said crews began rebuilding the storm inlets at 7th Avenue and Locust.  Unfortunately, 

flushing and leaks have occurred so it has been on hold for a couple weeks. 

 

Mr. Mihalyi asked about what was up with the cones on Wood Street and if they needed to be there. 

Mr. Deems said there is a big sink hole under there so, yes 

Mr. Mihalyi asked if the owner had to fix the problem. 

Mr. Deems said yes, it is his responsibility to repair that.  

Mr. Mihalyi said what can be done if they don’t fix it? 
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Mr. McCutcheon said shut your water off, if you don’t fix it. 

Mr. Schombert asked if a letter was sent by the Solicitor. 

Mr. Deems said I know there was some discussion, but I don’t think it ever happened with this. 

[Inaudible 1:07:49 – 1:08:01] 

Mr. Schombert said is he responding?  Is this a step we should take? 

Mr. Deems said he is not responding and a discussion pursued. 

 

 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT   

 

Ms. Bailey Gilchrest said I do not have any updates.   

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

There was no Old Business.   

 

 

NEW BUSINESSS 

 

There was no New Business. 

 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

There was no Correspondence. 

 

 

Mr. Mihalyi made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Groom seconded the motion.  

APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY BY VOICE VOTE. 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED 


